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(54) Prosthesis assembly 

(57) A prosthesis assembly (1) is described with a 
fixation element in the form of an acetabulum shell (2) 
with a bearing cup component insert (4). The bearing 
cup component (4) has a rim (8) with an augmented por- 
tion (10) to increase the range of motion on the bearing 
surface and to decrease the risk of dislocation. The aug- 



mented portion (10) of the rim (8) extends generally ra- 
dially from the cup component insert (4) over the flat rim 
(26) of the shell (2). The augmented rim portion (10) of 
the present invention has increased strength such that 
the insert (4) can be formed of a ceramic material with- 
out the risk of fracturing of the augmented rim portion 
(10). 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to prosthesis assembly, 
in particular, a shell for insertion into the acetabulum of 
a patient and an insert for providing a bearing surface s 
for a hip joint. 

[0002] Hip joint prostheses are known in which a shell 
component is attached to the acetabulum of a patient 
by means of cement or directly to the bone with or with- 
out screw fixation. An insert generally in the form of a 10 
cup is positioned within the shell. The inner surface of 
the cup provides a bearing surface for the femoral head. 
[0003] European patent no. EP0436317B discloses 
an insert which has an extended bearing surface by ex- 
tending the rim of the insert upwardly away from the cup is 
form. The insert disclosed in this document is formed of 
a metal or polyethylene material. 
[0004] It is preferable to form a cup shaped insert of 
a ceramic material which has better wear characteristics 
and biocompatibilily than other materials but is very bril- 20 
tie due to its low fracture toughness. The brittle charac- 
teristics of ceramic materials mean that cup shaped in- 
serts formed of ceramic materials cannot have an ex- 
tended bearing surface as any area of the cup not sup- 
ported by tho shell is liable to fracture. 25 
[0005] According to the present invention there is pro- 
vided a prosthesis assembly comprising: a fixation ele- 
ment for attachment to the bone of the patient; a bearing 
cup component with a rim; wherein a portion of the rim 
is augmented, the augmentation being in the form of a 30 
shoulder extending generally radially from the cup com- 
ponent providing an increased width of a portion of the 
rim. 

[0006] Preferably, the cup component is formed of a 
ceramic material. The ceramic material may be Alumina 35 
or Zirconia. 

[0007] Preferably, the fixation element is formed of a 
synthetic plastics material or metal. 
[0008] Preferably, there is a taper fit between the fix- 
ation element and the bearing cup component. The 40 
bearing cup component may have an outer surface 
which is tapered to form a male portion. The fixation el- 
ement may have an internal surface which is tapered to 
form a female portion, corresponding to the male portion 
of the bearing cup component. 45 
[0009] Preferably, the rim of the bearing cup compo- 
nent has a substantially oval shape. 
[0010] Preferably, the internal bearing surface of the 
cup component is off-centre within the oval rim of the 
cup component. so 
[0011] Preferably, the prosthesis assembly is an 
acetabulum cup assembly. 

[0012] An embodiment of a prosthesis assembly in 
accordance with the present invention will now be de- 
scribed with reference to the accompanying drawings in ss 
which: 

Figure 1 is a cross-section through the prosthesis 



assembly; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the prosthesis as- 
sembly; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the bearing cup compo- 
nent of the prosthesis assembly; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective of the bearing cup compo- 
nent of the prosthesis assembly. 

[0013] Referring to the drawings, there is provided a 
prosthesis assembly 1 formed of a fixation element in 
the form of a shell 2 and a bearing cup component in 
the form of an insert 4. 

[0014] The shell 2 has a stepped external surface 6 
which is attached to the bone of a patient. In this exam- 
ple, the prosthesis assembly 1 is an acetabula cup as- 
sembly for a hip replacement and the shell 2 will be at- 
tached to the acetabulum of the patient. 
[0015] The shell 2 is attached to the acetabulum by 
means of a press fit which may have the addition of 
screw fixings. The screw fixings are inserted through 
bore holes 24 in the shell 2. The heads of the screw fix- 
ings are sunk into the shell 2 to avoid interference with 
the insert 4. Alternatively, the shell 2 can be cemented 
to the acetabulum of the patient. 
[0016] The shell 2 is generally hemispherical in shape 
and has a flat rim 26. The shell 2 has a tapered portion 
14 adjacent the rim 26 of the shell 2. 
[0017] The insert 4 is in the form of a cup with an inner 
surface 1 2 which is the bearing surface for the joint com- 
ponent in this example, the femoral head. The outer sur- 
face 28 of the insert 4 has a tapered portion 16 which 
provides a male taper which fits within the female taper 
14 of the shell 2. The remaining portion of the outer sur- 
face 28 of the insert 4 is dimensioned such that it does 
not bear on the inner surface of the shell 6. The space 
between the outer surface 28 of the insert 4 and the in- 
ner surface 22 of the shell 2 is required for the taper 6 
between the shell 2 and the insert 4 to operate. 
[001 8] The insert 4 has a rim 8 which has an augment- 
ed portion 10 which it extends radially from the cup 
shape of the insert 4. The augmented portion of the rim 
10 forms a shoulder extending outwardly over the flat 
rim 26 of the shell 2. A gap 18 is provided between the 
flat rim 26 of the shell 2 and the augmented portion of 
the rim 10. 

[0019] As can been seen from Figure 3, the rim 8 of 
the insert 4 has an oval shape with the hemispherical 
bearing surface 12 being off-set from the centre of the 
oval shape. As shown in Figures 1 and 2, the rim 8 of 
the insert 4 rnay extend more abruptly into the augment- 1 
ed portion of the rim 1 0. 

[0020] Two ceramic materials are currently available 
for orthopaedic devices, namely zirconia and alumina. 
Zirconia can be used with a soft material, for example, 
ultra-high-molecular-density polyethylene. When zirco- 
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nia is used in a hip replacement prosthesis, the femoral 
head is made of 2irconia and the insert is made of ultra- 
high-molecular-density polyethylene. 
[0021] Alumina is a much harder material than zirco- 
nia and for the best result it is recommended to use the $ 
same material for the femoral head and the bearing in- 
sert. It is, however, possible to replace a ceramic head 
with a cobalt-chromium head. The alumina/alumina ar- 
ticulation has the best characteristics but the material is 
very brittle. It is known that the cobalt-chromium/poly- 
ethylene articulation has a wear rate between 0.2 and 
0-5 mrw per year** An a*umina/al umina a rt icu latiotv has* a 
wear rate between 0.0001 and 0.005 mm per year. 
[0022] An augmented insert 4 is required as it is often 
difficult to attach the shell to the acetabulum in its exact 
position. This may be due to the anatomy of the patient, 
etc. It is therefore necessary to use an insert 4 with an 
offset bearing surface 12 which overcomes the problem 
of inexact positioning of the shell 2. The range of motion 
of the joint can be increased and the risk of dislocation 
can be reduced. 

[0023] Ceramic inserts are known and there is virtu- 
ally no risk of breaking insert if it is flushed with the sur- 
face of the shell. If the bearing surface of the insert is 
augmented, a portion of the rim is unsupported and thus 
the risk of breaking the ceramic insert is very high. 
[0024] When the surgeon operates, he first fixes the 
shell into the acetabulum and then endeavours to find 
the optimum position for augmented insert 4 by using a 
trial insert 4 made from a biocompatible plastic. Once 
the surgeon has determined the exact location required 
for the insert 4 he pushes the ceramic insert 4 into the 
shell 2. The insert 4 locks within the shell 2 by the co- 
operation of the tapered portions 1 4 and 1 6 on the insert 
4 and the shell 2. A taper locking mechanism offers the 
possibility of rotating the insert 360 degrees inside the 
shell 2 thus giving complete positioning freedom. The 
surgeon then tries the range of motion and may slightly 
modify the position of the augmented insert 4 in the shell 
2. Once satisfied, the surgeon impacts the insert 4 in the 
shell 2 to lock the two tapered components 1 4, 1 6 firmly 
together. 

[0025] The present invention modifies the strength of 
the augmented insert 4 by increasing the rim thickness 
10 at the highest unsupported portion of the rim 8. The 
increased strength of the augmented insert 4 allows the 
augmented insert to be formed of a ceramic material 
such as alumina or zirconia. 

[0026] There must be a small gap 20 between the 
augmented portion 10 of the rim and the flat rim 26 of 
the shell 2 to allow the taper lock to operate. 
[0027] Finite-element -analysis has been carried out 
on an augmented insert made of ceramic material in ac- 
cordance with the prior art and on the proposed aug- 
mented insert 4. The results have shown that the stress 
is reduced with the augmented insert 4 of the present 
invention thus reducing the overall risk of breaking the 
insert 4. 



[0028] Modifications and improvements can be made 
to the foregoing without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. 



Claims 

1. A prosthesis assembly (1 ) comprising: a fixation el- 
ement (2) for attachment to the bone of the patient; 
a bearing cup component (4) with a rim (8); wherein 
a portion (10) of the rim (8) is augmented, the aug- 
mentation (10) being in theform of a shoulder ex- 
tending generally radially from the cup component 
(4) providing an increased width of a portion of the 
rim (8). 

2. A prosthesis assembly (1) as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the cup component (4) is formed of a ce- 
ramic material. 

3. A prosthesis assembly (1) as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the ceramic material is Alumina or Zirconia. 

4; A prosthesis assembly (1 ) as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims, wherein the fixation element (2) 
is formed of a synthetic plastics material or metal. 

5. A prosthesis assembly (1 ) as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims, wherein there is a taper fit be- 
tween the fixation element (2) and the bearing cup 
component (4). 

6. A prosthesis assembly (1) as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein the bearing cup component (4) has an out- 
er surface (28) which is tapered to form a male por- 
tion (16). 

7. A prosthesis assembly (1) as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein the fixation element (2) has an internal sur- 
face which is tapered to form a female portion (14), 
corresponding to the male portion (16) of the bear- 
ing cup component (4). 

8. A prosthesis assembly (1 ) as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims, wherein the rim (8) of the bearing 
cup component (4) has a substantially oval shape. 

9. A prosthesis assembly (1) as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein the internal bearing surface (12) of the cup 
component (4) is off-centre within the oval shapes 
of the cup component (4). 

10. A prosthesis assembly (1 J as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims, wherein the prosthesis assembly 
(1) is an acetabulum cup assembly. 
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